Alternatively, structural members whose removal would'initiate a pro-
gressive collapse had to be designed for an ultimate overpressure of 5
psl.    This overpressure was based on the pressure which was believed to
have occurred during the Ronan Point explosion.    There was also a
cautionary section under the general provisions which outlined the
problem to the engineer.

For economic considerations and for practicality, this hastily developed
solution came under much criticism.'158"166'   As a result,  these regula-
tions received considerable attention from code-writing bodies and were
significantly modified.   Under present British specifications/       if
certain minimum details for continuity and ductility are incorporated
into the design, the 5 psi or member removal design are not required.

C.2   French

The French (CEB) regulations^    ' were among the first codes to recognize
the problems of progressive collapse and abnormal  loads in LP buildings.
Within the introduction there is an immediate cautionary note which
states:  "One can hardly overemphasize the absolute necessity of effec-
tively joining the various components of the structure together to
obviate any possible tendency for it to behave like a  'house of cards'
and of organizing it accordingly."   Although the regulations also
contain further minimum detailing specifications, they are not con-
sidered as thorough as those contained in the British Standard.

The French reaction to the Ronan Point disaster was not as volatile as
that of the British.    It was argued that the CEB regulations already
recognized the problems of continuity and ductility in LP buildings,
furthermore, it was noted that the French regulations for gas installa-
tions were extremely restrictive, therefore gas explosions in high rise
blocks were considered less likely. <167>168)   Tneir f1rst point has been
well taken, however, regarding the latter, elimination of the occurrence
of one abnormal loading condition is arbitrary considering the many
other abnormal events that can occur.

-114- a result some current
